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S A N  D I E G O
B Y  L E S L E Y  W A I T E

7When he was general manager of
the Newport Beach Breakers of
WorldTeamTennis, Jim Haley helped
the team overcome their underdog sta-
tus to become world champs. Now
he’s helping tennis players, other ath-
letes and everyday people overcome
different kinds of challenges.

Haley is a “life coach” and princi-
pal of Coaching Unlimited Inc., an Or-
ange County company that works
with people to help them attain goals
as well as overcome adversities. It’s
an area he has been working in for
more than 14 years, but it’s only been
since he left the Breakers two years
ago that he began pursuing his calling
full time.

“I work with people to help them
get what they want. It could be helping

an athlete or helping someone transi-
tion after a divorce or overcome low
self-esteem or a phobia,” said Haley,
who founded and ran the Top Gun
tournament in Huntington Beach.

Haley has worked with a number of
pro and amateur players as well as
those in the martial arts, major league
baseball and even cancer patients. He
is a certified master practitioner and
coach/modeler of neuro-linguistic pro-
gramming (NLP), which is the science
of interpreting communications and
how it affects behavior.

“It’s different from sports psycholo-
gy in that you get the results much
faster, sometimes as quick as one or
two sessions,” Haley explained.

Haley can be reached at
jim@coachingunlimitedinc.com.

Former Breakers Boss Haley 
Coaching a Different Game Now Terry Holladay grew up in La

Jolla and was a standout touring pro
in the boom years of the ‘70s. For 13
years, she competed around the
world and earned wins over Hall of
Famers Billie Jean King, Martina
Navratilova and Margaret Court.

These days, Holladay is still ac-
tive in tennis. She teaches at Fair-
banks Ranch Country Club and
coaches at Santa Fe Christian School,
which her eleven-year-old daughter
attends. She continues to pursue a
career in real estate, but perhaps the
activity closest to her heart is the
Loloma Foundation. 

Loloma literally means “From
the Heart.” She and her husband, Dr.
Philip Higginbottom, are avid sup-
porters of the charity that provides
medical treatment, living materials
and other vital necessities to impov-
erished Fijian villages and sur-
rounding South Sea Islands. In Fiji,
the Loloma Foundation has set up a
medical clinic for those most in need.

During her worldwide travels,
Holladay often saw others not as for-
tunate as she is. She now donates her
tennis income to the Lolama Foun-

dation. The couple takes several
trips a year to provide help to those
in need, the most recent in January,
when they brought much needed
supplies to Fiji islanders.

Holladay and Foundation Aid Fiji

More than 150 tennis players
and fans attended the San Diego Dis-
trict Tennis Association Annual
Meeting and Awards banquet held
at the La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club.
Bill Rombeau, president of the SC-
TA, lauded the District for its accom-
plishments and its attempts to en-
hance opportunities in the. Bob
Kramer, Countrywide Classic tour-
nament director Bob Kramer distrib-
uted free tickets to everyone.

The keynote speaker was Logan
Jenkins, San Diego Union Tribune
columnist, who shared his tennis
journey from age seven when his
mother introduced him to the game,
to today, as he continues to play in
senior tournaments. “My mother,”
he said, “and Gloria Connors would
have understood each other!” 

Jim Lackritz, SDDTA past presi-
dent and Geoff Griffin, newly elect-
ed president and awards committee

chairman, introduced the players
and volunteers whose contributions
are noteworthy. The Ben Press fami-
ly, three generations of local players,
was named Family of the Year. Pat
Mason received the Community
Service Award. Roz King and
Alexander Magtanong are the Play-
ers of the Year. Honored as Sports-
man/Woman of the Year were Tony
Ybarra and Nancy Abler-Sanchez. 

Andy Volkert is the Pro of the
Year; Rancho Penasquitos Tennis
Center Tournament is the Tourna-
ment of the Year; Coronado Tennis
Association is the Club of the Year;
and C H Court Tech is the Sponsor of
the Year. Officers elected to two-year
terms were Griffin; Lesley Waite,
first vice-president; Fran Wakefield,
second vice-president; Mike Bauer,
treasurer; Barbara Kingsley, record-
ing secretary; and Roz King, corre-
sponding secretary.

SDDTA Celebrates Award Winners

The heart of tennis: SD’s best and most-committed were lauded.

The La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club
hosted the ‘07 USTA Nationals Men’s
40, Women’s 40, Mixed 40,
Father/Son, and Grandfather/Grandson
Hard Court Championships. 

Former tour players Gretchen
Magers (San Diego) and Kathy May
Fritz (Rancho Santa Fe) teamed to win
the 40 doubles for the third year in a row.
USC tennis head coach Peter Smith
(Los Alamitos) won the 40 singles for the
third time in a row and so did Brett and
Brian Joelson (Or) in the Father/Son
event. It was déjà vu for Smith who
faced Martin Barba (Carlsbad) in 2006,
winning the title in three sets. Again it
was a closely contested battle with
Smith edging Barba 7-6(4), 6-4.

Ken Zanio (La Jolla)/Arthur Her-
nandez (Mission Viejo) collected gold
in the 40 doubles, with a 6-3, 3-6, 6-3
victory over defending champs
Smith/Paul Settles (Laguna Niguel).
Manola Colter (NM) earned the 40 sin-

gles title over Eleanor Hammargren
(San Clemente) 7-5, 6-3.

Magers/May Fritz eased by Alissa
Finerman (NY)/Ericka Smith (Oakland)
6-3, 6-2 to win gold balls in the 40 dou-
bles. Smith got a bit of revenge when
she teamed with Rick Kepler  and beat
the 40 mixed doubles defending cham-
pions May Fritz/Manuel Ortiz (El Cajon)
7-5, 6-2 for that title. Father/Son action
saw the Joelsons retain their crown
against a determined Tom/Travis Ret-
tenmaier 4-6, 6-1, 6-1. Bret Math-
ews/Doug Mathews (Murrieta) won the
Grandfather/Grandson championship. 

In other club news, many of the
best men’s college teams will descend
on the grounds Feb. 29-Mar. 2 for the
Pac Coast Men’s Doubles. The tour-
nament began in 1890 in Northern Cali-
fornia with Dwight D. Davis as one of
the original competitors. Look for Rice,
Texas A&M, Stanford, UCLA, Cal, USC
and Pepperdine in the draw.

Three-Peats at Hard Court Nationals at 
La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club

Winners of the Anaheim Hills Junior
Open and NTRP were Gavin Spencer
(B08), Cameron Liederman (B10),
Kevin Cha (B12), D. Demarest (B14),
Sean Robles (B16), P. Moovoravit
(B18), Jadie Acedera (G08), Alyssa
Rudin (G10), Mayher Uppal (G12), Sa-
vannah Demontesquiou (G14), Ariel
Aung (G16) and Justine Mendes (G18).
Open champs were Chris Wettengel

and Gina Le. NTRP winners were Paul
Overett (3.5), Rich Layon (4.5), Daniel
Chonkich (5.5) and Maya Morris
(W3.5).

Winners of the Fullerton Junior were
Konrad Kozlowski (G08), Deiton Bangh-
man (G10), Rickey Baylon (G12), Paris
Todd (G10), Juwany Sherif (G12), Riko
Shimiza, (G14), Sarah Lee (G16) and
Pamela Monte (G18) 

Anaheim Hills, Fullerton Winners

Holladay and husband put their lifeblood
into lending helping hands.
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